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Greg Cavener, left, Malcolm Thomas, center, and Blake Wortham represent ed 52 percent of t he scoring and 65 
percent of the rebounding last season for Mlzzou. 
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TIGERS START 
ROAD BACK 
By Steve Shinn 
THE 1984·85 n GERS are a tough 
preseason call. At the beginning of last 
season, after the departure of Steve 
Stipanovi ch and Jon Sundvold and four 
straight Bi g Eight championships, ex· 
pectations remained high. Additions 
from what was considered to be a strong 
recruiti ng class were to provide the 
ingredients to keep Mizzou in the thick 
of the conference race. 
Things did n't wo rk out that way. 
After a promising nonconference start, 
the Tigers faltered, finishing 16·14 over-
all (playing the nation's fourth·toughest 
schedule), but only 5-9 in the confer· 
ence. They tied for sixth, with Kansas 
State and Oklahoma State. 
FEW EXPECI a repeat performance. 
Not since 1969, Coach Norm Stewart's 
second season at Missouri, have the 
Tigers finished in the bottom half of the 
league two years in a row. 
This year, as last, Mizzou started 
out with a squad of 13 players. But, oh, 
how the faces have changed. 
Gone, of course, are Ron Jones and 
Prince Bridges, the two who completed 
their eligibility. Two squadmen quit 
before the season began; another left 
before Christmas; and the two prize 
freshman recruits, Ted Mimlitz and Cecil 
Estes left school after the spring se-
mester. Estes reportedly had academic 
problems, and Mimlitz transferred to St. 
Louis University. Neither, however, had 
been major factors for the 1983-84 Tigers. 
More encouraging are the retur-
nees, especially Greg Cavener and Mal-
colm Thomas. Both frontliners were 
honorable mention all-conference. They 
were the team's leading scorers and the 
best rebounding duo in the Big Eight. 
Stewart expects them to provide the 
senior leadership that Mizzou tradi· 
tionally has er\ioyed. 
UVENER, a three-year letterman, is a 
strong, all-around center who is an 
exceptional passer for a big man (6-10). 
Thomas, the juco player-of-the·year in 
1983, started off strong last year, but ran 
into trouble late in the season and left 
the squad for the final three regular-
season games. He returned for the Big 
Eight tourney, and Stewart says the 6-9 
forward "carried out his responsibili-
ties during the spring pretty well." 
Also returning are 6-10 Blake 
Wortham and guards Billy Roundtree, 
Tony McDuffie and Steve Musser. Wor-
tham showed flashes of Big Eight ability, 
but suffered from inconsistency. All 
three guards, although starting two, 
three and four games, respectively, had 
only limited playing time. Wortham may 
not be at full strength for awhile. He 
suffered a collapsed lung three weeks 
before the start of practice, but appar-
ently has recovered. 
This year's recruiting class has 
been rated as one of the best in the 
nation and includes two former junior 
college stars. Dan Bingenheimer, a 6-9 
forward from Wabash Valley Community 
College in Mount Camlel, Ill., earned 
all-America status last year. Guard Jeff 
Strong comes from Moberly Junior Col-
lege. He missed much of last season 
after he and a teammate were charged 
with rape when the team was in Kansas 
for a basketball tourney. This summer a 
jury cleared both young men. 
"Last season," says Stewart, "we 
lacked size and bulk. Bingenheimer 
gives us that. We lacked outside scoring 
punch. Strong should give us that." 
TOP FR.ESHMAN recruit appears to 
be 6-6 Derrick Chievous, of Jamaica, 
N.Y. On everyone's top-25 Jist, Chievous 
averaged 29.6 points and 17 rebounds 
for New York's Holy Cross High School 
last year. The other freshmen, each one 
a high school all -star, are Kurt Brock-
man, 6-8, of Springfield, Mo.; Lynn 
Hardy, 6-1, of Detroit; and Mike Pott-
hoff, 6-8, of St. Charles, Mo. The 13th 
squadman was walkon Jeff Brockman. 
The smallish, all-state guard from Lee's 
Summit since has left the team, per-
haps because of the quality of this sea-
son's recruits, or maybe because of the 
Tigers' success in already attracting out· 
standing talent for the 1985-86 season. 
Stewart says the '84 newcomers 
appear to have a lot of talent. But how 
well Missouri does depends greatly on 
how well and how quickly they make the 
adjustment to major-college basketball. 
And Stewart might have added, 
how well will they accept the roles he 
gives them? How quickly will talented 
individuals become a team? 
The Tigers again have a demand-
ing nonconference schedule, although 
most of the big names will be played 
away from Hearnes: Michigan State, 
Ohio State, Oregon State and Baylor. 
Missouri and Illinois again will meet in 
S1. Louis. In late December, Missouri 
will join North Carolina, Arizona and 
host Hawaii Pacific for a two-day tour-
ney. Tennessee is the only maJornoncon-
ference foe coming to Columbia. 
One rule change will be in effect 
for conference games. ' The 45·second 
clock will be used throughout, forcing a 
team to shoot the ball within that time 
frame, or tum it over to its opponents. 
Stewart, the dean of Big Eight 
conference coaches, chooses defending 
champion Oklahoma as the preseason 
favorite for the league crown. Kansas 
also should be near the top. Missouri, 
Iowa State and Nebraska appear to be 
in the next echelon, with Kansas State, 
Oklahoma State and Colorado waiting 
'till next year. Stewart expects four or 
five Big Eight entries in the expanded 
64-team NCAA Tournament. 
And, he adds, "If we can get 
ourselves going, we can be right back up 
there." 0 
~13 
